
Another Christmas has gone and 

another year has faded into   

history. Not that we’ll be doing 

any investigative research or 

recording of it for a 

while……..perhaps, in a        

hundred years or so, someone 

will have something perceptive 

to say about it. For this group it 

was a good twelve months with 

lots of activity and a continually 

growing membership. Thanks to 

all of you for your support and 

enthusiasms. We’ll try to keep 

the energy levels up for 2016.  

 

The numbers attending our 

monthly meetings have been at a 

consistently high level and give 

a great feeling of satisfaction to 

the Committee, who work very 

hard to keep the momentum  

going. Since the last Forest 

Clearing, back in October, 

we’ve had excellent                

presentations on subjects of 18th 

Century local women being 

transported to Australia from the 

Guildhall in Worcester for trivial 

offences and a description of 

reality in the First World War as 

far as War Horses were          

concerned. The Christmas social 

event was, again, a great success 

with the Grace Notes choir    

entertainingly us beautifully. We 

will try to book them again for 

December. Thanks to all of you 

who came and contributed with 

seasonal readings or poetry. The 

money taken from the “Mystery 

History” parcels was donated to 

the Drakelow Tunnels who 

looked after us very well earlier 

in the year when we visited. 

They are trying to bring the  

tunnels back to a sort of modern 

reality. 

 

In the middle of all this, we lost 

our November speaker, Andrew 

Lound, who was due to speak to 

us on Midlands involvement 

with the ill-fated Titanic. He had 

to withdraw at very short notice 

because of a family illness and 

we were fortunate to find Alan 

Peace who told us the            

extraordinary tale of the “race” 

from John O’ Groats to Lands 

End between a couple of cyclists 

and himself who was taking 

public transport. The result—I 

won’t tell you! We were very 

grateful to him for his help at the 

last minute and hope his collec-

tion for Cancer        Research 

made it worthwhile for him too. 

 

It’s all turned out well for us in 

the end. We were due to listen to 

Mike Wallace on “The Olde 

Tyme Music Hall” in March but 

Mike, too, has had to cancel all 

his speaking arrangements due 

to illness. We wish him well, of 

course, but the wheel has turned 

full circle for us because Sandra 

has managed to re-book Andrew 

Lound to replace him. We look 

forward to Andrew’s              

presentation with enthusiasm; he 

is an excellent and entertaining 

speaker. We anticipate a good 

attendance and have booked the 

Music Room in the Town Hall – 

remember the date and make 

sure you’re there – March 22nd. 

We hope to see Mike at a later 

date when he has hopefully    

recovered. 

 

Our trip to Westminster in    

November should not be       

forgotten – we filled a charabanc 

and had a great time at both the 

Cabinet War Rooms and the 

Houses of Parliament where 

excellent tour guides looked 

after us very well. At the time of 

writing, we’re trying to sort out 

the 2016 trip and hope to come 

up with something in the next 

couple of months, aiming at the 

Autumn again. Watch this space 

– we need your involvement and 

will consult you. 

 

The future is looking good and 

we are certainly committed to 

continue our development as a 

group. A good many societies 

are struggling to maintain    

membership so the progress we 

have made is very reassuring 

and we will look to push further 

ahead. We began in a room in 

the Kidderminster Town Library 

then moved into the King 

Charles Room before moving 

into the Corn Exchange when 

we couldn’t fit everyone in  

comfortably upstairs. At the 

January meeting, we had to ask 

for the partition wall in the Corn 

Exchange to be opened to fit our 

increasing numbers in!! 

 

Onwards and upwards!    

  

Norman Broadfield  
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Chairman’s Chatter  
WYRE FOREST        

HISTORY DAY 

 

SATURDAY 16th APRIL 

 

10.00AM—4.45PM 

 

CORN EXCHANGE, 

KIDDERMINSTER 

TOWN HALL 

 
WHISTLES AND         

TRUNCHEONS 

 
MY TIME IN THE 

MAYOR’S OFFICE 

 
THE NATURE OF THE 

WYRE 

 
THE DIARIES AND 

POCKET BOOKS OF     

PRIVATE WALTER        
WILLETTS 

 

DOWN THE POLE AND UP 
THE LADDER 

 

Closing day for bookings 

 

 SATURDAY 9TH APRIL 

 

 



                                                                                                             

Benedict Fehrenbach was born 

in 1818 in Baden, Germany. He 

moved to Kidderminster in the 

1830s and started a clock and 

watch making business. 

Benedict married twice. His first 

wife was Caroline Batten whom 

he married towards the end of 

1841. Caroline bore him four 

children namely Mary Louisa 

(1843) who married Edmund 

Ason in 1869, John H (1846) 

who married Sarah Counley in 

1871, Charles Gregory (1848) 

who married Ellen Price in 1873 

and George H (1849)  who    

remained a bachelor. 

Caroline died in the summer of 

1851 and seven years later    

Benedict married Mary Ann 

Thirza Starr. They were to have 

three children Alice Teekla 

(1862) who married George 

Barker, Isaiah William (1864) 

who married Kate Robina    

Robins in 1899 and Thirza Jane 

(1869) who married Frederick 

Jeff in 1901. 

By 1873 Benedict’s business 

was based at 9, Mill Street and 

his eldest son John became a 

confectioner and had a  shop on 

Bridge Street, Kidderminster, 

later moving to 3, Coventry 

Street (1892) and by the 1900s  

he was at 18, High Street. John 

and his wife Sarah had two   

children Caroline Jane who died 

in infancy and Frank Carlton 

who married Edith Alice       

Jelleyman, of the carpet family, 

in 1907 and    followed his father 

into the  confectionary business. 

1873 Worcestershire                          

Littlebury’s Directory 

His second son, Charles, became 

a grocer and had a shop in Lorne 

Street, Kidderminster whilst 

George became a pawnbroker. 

Of Benedict’s second family 

Alice Teekal‘s husband was a 

carpet designer. 

Isaiah followed in his father’s 

footsteps and became a      

clockmaker and in his later life 

he was a domestic rates collector 

for the borough council. He did 

not marry until he was thirty five 

and he and his wife had four 

children Dorothy Alison,      

Margaret Mary, William and 

Alice. 

Benedict died at Cherry Orchard 

on 1st August 1890 age seventy 

six. 

It is interesting to note that from 

the time of World War One 

m a n y  o f  B e n e d i c t ’ s            

grandchildren never got married. 

No doubt the burden of carrying 

a German name would have had 

some  influence given the       

political situation at the time. 

Possibly to remedy this Isaiah’s 

son William, a chartered       

accountant, changed his name to 

Forgan, his mother’s maiden 

name in 1935 and married      

Cecile Mary Chenery in 1938. 

Dave Keys 

As an industrial chemist, I 

have long had a fascination for 

the history of the industry and 

as many locals may know, in 

Bewdley there was, at one 

time, one of the pioneers of 

the chemical industry in this 

country – in fact, the world.  

Samuel Skey's chemical works 

was situated on the west side 

of the river, about half a mile 

north of the current Bewdley 

bridge, at the end of what is 

now Greenacre Lane. 

 

I've managed to find out a 

little of the early history of 

Skey's factory from a          

publication entitled “Chemical 

Essays principally relating to 

the Arts and Manufactures of 

the British Dominions” by 

Samuel Parkes (London, 

1815).  This book is now 

available as a free download 

from Google Books.  Parkes 

describes the early history of 

“oil of vitriol” manufacture in 

this country, and Skey's part in 

it. 

 

Oil of vitriol, better known 

today as sulphuric acid, is a 

particularly corrosive chemical 

and early producers used a 

glass bell as a vessel to make 

it in.  The first such plant was 

constructed in Twickenham by 

a Doctor Ward (many of the 

early industrial chemists were 

medical doctors).  In 1746, a 

Birmingham Doctor, John 

Roebuck, came up with the 

idea of using a vessel lined 

with lead sheeting to make the 

acid – the so called “lead 

chamber” process.  It was a 

huge breakthrough.  Lead 

sheeting was cheaper and  

obviously less fragile than 

glass: oil of vitriol could now 

be made for about 10% of the 

previous price.  Roebuck's first 

factory was in Birmingham, 

but for legal reasons, he had to 

move manufacture to Scotland 

where he built a factory at 

Prestonpans. 

 

However, Roebuck neglected 

to patent his process and 

around 1756, one of his     

Birmingham employees, a 

S a m u e l  F a l c o n b r i d g e ,        

absconded, taking the secret 

with him.  He first went to 

Bridgnorth where he formed a 

partnership with a Nathaniel 

Rhodes, a seed crusher.  

(Rhodes daughter, Henrietta 

Rhodes, was, according to 

Parkes' account, a noted poet).  

A plant was built at 

Bridgnorth, but this failed and 

Falconbridge then travelled to 

Bewdley where he went into 

partnership with Skey.  This 

plant was more successful and 

for a while was the only other 

factory in the world making 

sulphuric acid by the new 

process. 

 

Skey's advantage was short 

lived however.  In 1766 the 

first plant on the continent was 

built at Rouen in France and 

bigger plants were built in 

London and Lisburn in Ireland 

soon after.  (The first plant in 

the USA was not built until 

1793, incidentally). 

 

I wonder what Bewdley      

residents at the time thought of 

having a factory producing 

such a hazardous chemical 

nearby? 

 

Phil Sealey 
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I WILLIAM FORGAN, of 

56, Verdant Lane, 9 Catford, 
in the county of London, 

Chartered Accountant,    

heretofore called and known 
by the name of William  

Fehrenbach, hereby give 

notice that on the twenty-third 
day of November, one     

thousand nine hundred and 

thirty-five, I renounced and 
abandoned the use of my said 

surname of Fehrenbach, and 
assumed in lieu thereof the 

surname of Forgan. And 

further that such change of 
name is evidenced by a deed 

dated the twenty-third day of 

November, one thousand nine 
hundred and thirty-five, duly 

executed by me and attested, 

and enrolled in the Enrolment 
Department of the Central 

Office of the Royal Courts of 

Justice on the 27th day of 
November, one "thousand 

nine hundred and thirty-five.

—Dated the 30th day of 
November, one thousand nine 

hundred and thirty-five.  

WILLIAM FORGAN 
 

The London Gazette 

3rd December 1935 
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I have become the ‘custodian’ 

of about 500 copies of various 

Worcester newspapers!  At 

present I have found dates 

from 1871 – 1877.  Here are 

the results of my first 

‘browsings’.  If anyone is    

interested in looking at them, 

for personal or research      

purposes, do not hesitate to 

make contact. 

 

The following are all from :- 

 

The Worcester Herald and 

Advertiser for                 

Worcestershire and West 

Midland Counties    

 

 Saturday 20th January 1877 

 

OPENING OF THE NEW 

MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS 

AT KIDDERMINSTER 

 

The new Municipal Buildings, 

erected in Vicar-street,       

Kidderminster, were opened 

t o d a y  ( F r i d a y ) ,  w i t h             

considerable eclat, and those 

invited to take part in the    

p r o c e e d i n g s  w e r e                

subsequently entertained to a     

splendid banquet given by the 

Mayor of Kidderminster 

(Thomas Radford, Esq.)  The 

want of new Corporation 

buildings has been felt for 

several years.  The old      

Townhall and Guildhall is 

situated at the end of High-

street, and only comprised two 

rooms upstairs, the Guildhall 

and the Mayor’s parlour; the 

ground floor being occupied 

by the borough police.  When 

the Council met but four times 

in every year, as was the case 

2 0  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e                

accommodation was found to 

be ample, but as the municipal 

work of the town increased, 

and the Corporation undertook 

the arduous task of carrying 

out a complete system of deep 

drainage, and the supply of 

pure water in the town from 

the reservoir, not only was it 

necessary to hold monthly 

meetings of the Council, but 

committee meetings were  

multiplied, and it frequently 

happened that meetings      

c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e               

Corporation were being held 

when the same rooms were 

required for Magisterial    

business.  There was no     

provision for the    officers of 

the Corporation, whose private 

offices were in various parts of 

the town, very much to the 

inconvenience of all.  Under 

these                  circumstances 

the need of more extended                   

accommodation forced itself 

upon the attention of the 

Council, and during the     

mayoralty of Alderman D. W. 

Goodwin the memorial stone 

of the new Municipal       

buildings was laid………The 

site is a very central one, and, 

with the Music-hall and     

Corn-exchange buildings 

which adjoin, the new     

buildings present an imposing 

appearance.  That portion of 

V ica r - s t r ee t  has  b een         

considerably improved during 

the last few years.  Messrs. 

John Brinton & Co. are      

erecting large and handsome     

o f f i c e s  n e a r  t h e                   

Corn-exchange, and opposite 

the Midland Bank buildings 

have recently been erected.  It 

has been suggested, and no 

doubt the idea will be carried 

out, to erect the Literary    

Institute in the same locality, a 

site for which has been given 

by Alderman Goodwin…… 

 

 (nearly 140 years later some 

of those buildings have      

already gone and others     

disappearing!) 

 

STOURPORT 

STEALING SHEEP 

 

A case of sheep stealing has 

been reported to the police, 

who are making enquiries into 

the affair. On Sunday evening 

twelve sheep were stolen out 

of a field at Little Witley,  

belonging to Mr Alfred White 

jun. The sheep were taken to 

Worcester the following day, 

and sold at the fortnightly fair. 

T h e  a u c t i o n e e r  w a s           

communicated with and the 

sheep were restored. At     

present the offenders have not 

been apprehended. 

 

STEALING FOWLS 

 

George Knight was charged on 

remand with stealing two 

fowls from Redstone rock, on 

the previous Tuesday evening. 

The complainant, an old lady 

of nearly seventy years of age, 

said she heard a noise in the 

fowl pen on the evening in 

question, about seven o’clock, 

and went out. She saw the 

prisoner there with two fowls 

in his possession. When he 

saw her he ran at her and 

knocked her to the ground 

with his fist. He escaped, but 

was afterwards caught by  

Sergeant Matthews. He was 

committed to take his trial at 

the Quarter Sessions.  

 

(I don’t feel an old lady at 

over seventy!) 

 

THE PITCH AND TOSS    

NUISANCE 

 

A number of boys named  

respectively, Henry John 

Bishop, John Bruton, Thomas 

Robinson, William Phillips, 

Albert Jones and George  

Weyman, were each fined 1s 

for playing pitch and toss in 

the streets on Sunday. 

 

 

PUBLIC-HOUSE              

OFFENCES 

 

S u s a n n a h  C a m b r i d g e ,       

landlady of the Locomotive 

public-house in George-street, 

was fined 10s for having    

refused to admit P.C. Waldron 

to her house on the morning of 

the 5th  inst. 

Thomas Harris, landlord of the 

Boat Inn. Lowesmoor, was 

summoned for attempting to 

bribe P.C. Smith when on duty 

on the 9th inst., but after the 

evidence had been heard, and 

rebutting evidence produced, 

the Bench gave the defendant 

the benefit of the doubt. 

 

POWICK 

COUNTY AND CITY       

LUNATIC ASYLUM 

 

Last evening (Thursday) the 

entire staff of this Asylum and 

some selected patients,         

n u mb e r i n g  1 5 0 ,  we r e         

entertained with a supper       

followed by a dance. Lord 

Dudley, who has invariably 

taken a deep interest in the 

welfare of the institution, had 

recently forwarded forty head 

of game, with an expression of 

his opinion that it might     

contribute to the enjoyment of 

the persons engaged in such 

arduous and responsible work. 

 

(I do so love the use of English 

in these old reports.) 

 

Olive Broadfield 
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Wyre Forest Historical Research Group 

 

I was contacted by a BBC researcher regarding filming for a new series of the Antiques Road Trip. She was very interested in 

the story of Sir Rowland Hill. Although I would have loved to help, I reluctantly told her  that there is very little in                 

Kidderminster to see, just the statue, which at the moment is surrounded by railings and road works, and the stone plaque on the 

site of his birth place in Blackwell Street. This all goes to show that there is a desperate need for some sort of Heritage Trail 

around the town. The Heritage Opportunities Group (H.O.G.S) has initiated  meeting of interested parties to liaise with the     

authorities on this and get something moving! 

Watch this space! 

Gay Hill 

Wyre Forest History Day 

Saturday 16th April  10.00a.m.—4.45p.m. 

Our fourth History Day will be held at The Corn Exchange, Kidderminster Town Hall and Dr Richard Taylor 

has kindly agreed to open the proceedings. We have five speakers offering a wide range of topics examining 

the history of  “Wyre  Forest in the Twentieth  Century.”               

Tickets cost £6 for members , £8 for non-members and £4 for students and  are available from:   

Moira Brown, Wyre Forest History Day, 26, Keats Place ,Kidderminster, Worcs. DY10 3EZ 

Telephone: 01562 756903 

There is a booking form available in the programme so make sure you pick one up!                                                                                                         

There will be several displays for you to peruse at your leisure and a delicious selection of cakes and pastries 

to tempt you during morning coffee and afternoon tea.  

 

We are expecting a good turnout but need your support to make it happen.  

After the research meeting held in      

November I was contacted by  a         

gentleman in Australia regarding his   

ancestor George Hardiman, who ran a 

number of pubs in Kidderminster and 

Bewdley. In 1901 he ran the Old Pack 

Horse in Bewdley, this is confirmed both 

by the census and the book produced by 

Alan Scaplehorn and Bewdley Historical 

Research Group. He emigrated to    

America but returned without his family 

and it seemed that he was made bankrupt 

twice. The Hardiman family ran a     

number of pubs in the area. Harold, 

George’s grandfather, was a distributor. 

Charles Hardiman ran the Olive Tree and 

Dove whilst his brother Harry ran the 

Black Boy, both in Kidderminster. 

He also had an ancestor John Cope, 

known as “Quilter” Cope, who            

apparently was a boxer. There are a   

number of possible meanings for this 

term. One is related to a Victorian crime 

which involved capturing a victim in a 

bag, beating and robbing him. Chambers 

dictionary says that “to quilt” is an old 

term for “to thrash,” which may be linked 

to him being a boxer. Another dictionary 

gives it as old Australian slang for “to 

punch,” so another possibility given that 

Keith lives there. If anyone has any more 

ideas or information which may help, 

please contact Gay Hill on 07854 378 

945 or email gshil2011@hotmail.co.uk. 

The Group has been contacted by Chris 

Haynes who is researching Falling Sands 

Viaduct on behalf  of Severn Valley   

Railway. SVR is intending to refurbish 

the viaduct and also plan an exhibition in 

2018. The viaduct was designed by    

Edward Wilson, the designer of Stourport 

bridge, and built by contractor Charles 

Dickinson. I will be meeting Chris soon  

to ascertain how the Group can assist in 

this but in the meantime, if anyone has 

any information, photographs or pictures 

which may help, again please contact me 

as above. 

 

Gay Hill  

Questions, queries and quests 

Kidderminster Heritage Trail 


